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ERIK’S GIFT
By: Joan Bailey

If your dog has an incredible nose, if she uses her nose with great intelligence, using every possible clue
to decipher the scent, look back in the pedigree and you will find ERIK, the master of the nose.

If your dog wants desperately to please you, to get the game for you, if he cooperates to the fullest with
you, look back and you will find ERIK.

If you see a sweetness, a kindness, a compassion not often found in one’s gun dog, look back and you
will find ERIK.

If you see a supreme effort in your dog to do what you want him to do, because he wants to please you
so very much, look back and you will find ERIK.

If you see a sense of humor in your dog, an ability to see the humor in his tasks, look back and you will
find ERIK.

He was not a super dog. He was level and stable with a tremendous heart. He was our hope.

He died peacefully at home surrounded by the Lundbergs, with one hundred candles buming, lighted by
John and Bonnie's daughter, Christina.

ERIK’S FIELD TEST RECORD IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA
Before He Came To Us

Natural Ability Prize |
Intermediate Hunting Dog Test Prize |
Utility Test Prize 11
MFH (Special Memorial UFT) Prize |
MVD KUHN Prize |

Prize 1, 477 points, all around winner of the Czechoslovakian
Republic, 1984

Joe translated all this information for us from ERIK’s papers before he arrived. At the bottom of the
sheet Joe wrote: “Good luck to all of us. Joe "

MRK (UFT for all Pointing Breeds)

ERIK was bred by Josef Travnicek, owned and trained by Vaclav.Pa.nacck. shipped to John Lundberg,
USA, in December 1985.

UPCOMING SPRING TEST WEEKENDS OF 2000

Regional Chapter Date Location Contact
KDK Feb 26", 27® Oroville, CA Rolf Benseler
(925) 376-6726 rbenesler@aol.com
ROCKY Mar 24" 26" Jerome, ID Vic Jaro
MOUNTAIN (208) 736-9381
NORTHWEST Apr8™ 9"  Silver Creck, WA Dennis Carlson
(541) 3864830 carlson(@gorge.net
HEARTLAND  Apr28" 30" Baraboo, W1 Jon and Judy Coil
(218) 647-8451 Jcoil@paulbunyan.net
NORTHEAST May 12" —14" Bowdoinham, ME Jane McKenna
(207) 666-8260
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DUES & MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL APPLICATION
By: Joan Bailey

Enclosed you will find two items: 1) newly
designed membership application (space to
put your email address!); and 2) an envelope
addressed to Jim Seibel.

Please write your check for dues, fill out the
membership application and place check and
application into the envelope and mail it to
Jim.

Your dues will then be paid on time and we
can update our database to allow much bet-
ter communication amongst ourselves.

Please, please, PLEASE pay your dues on
time. It seems so unfair to me that quite a
few people wait months, many until they are
mailed a special notice. This is all volunteer
‘ s work. Do you think it’s fair to force some of
; iy __.«@% ¥ us to put in even more hours addressing a
BRANSON OF ALDERBROOK, at 10 months old, owned by ~ Special postcard just to you because you
Mike and Sue Sundlee of Minnesota. (Photo by: Sue Sundlee) ~ can’t be a responsible and thoughtful mem-
ber? 1 don’t think it’s fair and maybe I
won'’t do this any more, and you can just drop out. What happens every year - “Hello Jim, this is John
Doe from Tim Buck Two. I haven’t gotten a GDS for months.” Jim says: “Well just a minute and I'll
check to see if you've paid your dues for this year.” Pause; dig into files. “No, you haven’t paid your
dues.” “Oh.” So Jim calls or writes a note to one of us, saying to reinstate John Doe, his check is forth-
coming.

I think you get the picture. Be responsible. Bea good Griffon citizen. Pay on time. We will thank you
very much.

Jim Seibel
17500 17 Mile Rd
Marshall, MI 49068
616-789-1020
DUES: $30 payable to WPGCA

A memo from the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals

As of January 1, 2001, the OFA will require permanent dog identification on all submissions. A micro-
chip, tattoo or DNA profile are accepted means of identification. This information must be reported to
OFA on the application form at the time of submission.
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FAMILY FARMS IN TROUBLE
By: Bill Christisen

(Reprinted from Defenders magazine, summer 1999, by Defenders of Wildlife. Bill Christisen is presi-
dent of the National Family Farm Coalition. He raises cattle on his family farm in Missouri. You may
wonder what an article from a wildlife organization is doing in the GDS. The information here is im-
portant for our farms and ranches, and our farms and ranches are important for the upland birds we
hunt, and often for the waterfowl we hunt. Joan Bailey.)

The wolves have descended, sinking their teeth into family farmers and ranchers. But these wolves
are no endangered species.

The wolves I'm talking about include Cargill, ConAgra, lowa Beef Products (IBP) and the Texas Cat-
tle Feeders. The gray suits, not the gray wolves. They are the predators of the agricultural marketplace
and the consolidators of a noncompetitive, consumer unfriendly food packing and processing system.
These huge corporations and agribusiness associations are far more threatening to independent farmers
and ranchers than any gray wolf could ever be.

As agricultural buyers and retailers have consolidated into ever larger corporations, most consumers
have shrugged their shoulders, since the real price of a market basket of food has increased by only 2.8
percent since 1984 (in constant 1988 dollars). During that same time, the amount farmers get for that
food has fallen by 35.7 percent. Given these cruel circumstances, you might expect that the “farm
lobby™ would be using all its might to correct the situation. It isn’t.

If you follow the money trail, you will see why well-heeled “farm groups™ are cheerleading consoli-
dation rather than helping the independent farmer. The American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF),
which claims to be the nation’s leading farm advocacy group, is basically a conglomeration of insur-
ance companies that walks lockstep with such Washington-based commodity groups as the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA) and National Pork Producers Council (NPPC). These two
groups are controlled by agribusiness corporations even though they are funded primarily through fed-
erally mandated fees that farmers pay for each head of cattle or hog sold. Together, these two groups get
more than $120 million each year from family farmers. This money, of course, makes it a lot easier for
them to lobby for anti-environmental riders and free trade.

Yet for all their wealth, these commodity groups represent only a small fraction of farmers and ranch-
ers. NCBA’s membership, for example, includes only 40,000 of the nation’s 1,070,000 beef-producing
farms and ranches. Over the last year more than 110,000 beef producers signed a petition to repeal the
NCBA fee. Hog farmers have done likewise, and National Family Farm Coalition members hope to
hold a referendum soon so that farmers can vote on whether to give their money to these anti-
environmental, anti-farmer lobbying groups.

With an oppressive funding mechanism and an agenda at odds with independent farmers, it becomes
necessary for these groups to invent enemies. Enter the gray wolf. AFBF and its allies picked this en-
emy because farmers are in severe financial distress and don’t like the idea of a new predator in the
wild. After all, as the gray wolf opponents say, we farmers are in a struggle for our livelihoods.

Yet groups like AFBF, NCBA and NPPC continue to work against the wishes of many of their own
members. In 1997, for example, several state farm bureaus wrote to the U.S. Department of Agriculture
in favor of a proposed rule, supported by 98 percent of those who commented, that would require meat
packers to bid competitively for all cattle they acquire, restoring free enterprise in livestock markets.
Yet AFBF and NCBA, alone among supposed farm groups, lobbied to kill the measure. The factory
farm components of NCBA and AFBF don’t want competition to screw up their monopolies. So much
for competitive markets and principled conservatism.

This year Congress is trying to pass an even milder reform requiring packers to report livestock sales
prices. The aim is to expose and eventually eliminate sweetheart deals among huge conglomerates at
small farms’ expense. At the behest of their grassroots, NCBA, NPPC and AFBF initially endorsed the
reform but have since worked with the packers to water down the legislation to require reporting only
once a week — a proposal as ridiculous as having the New York Stock Exchange disclose trades just
once a week.
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Environmentalists should know that most farmers and ranchers are allies in their distaste for huge
agribusiness corporations. Not just members of the progressive farm community, but also farmers
screaming anti-environmental mumbo-jumbo. Though ranchers may fear gray wolves, they have much
more to fear from wealthy agribusiness lobbyists. Family farmers and environmentalists should work
together to maintain independent, sustainable farm and ranch agriculture. There isn’t much time — the
“wolves” are at the door.

NOTE: I think we can help the farmers. Let s all write or call our congressmen and tell them how we
feel. We need to save our family farms and ranches if we want to save our bird habitat. Joan.

(Editors note: If vou would like to learn more about Defenders of Wildlife check out their website
at www.defenders.org)

COVEY OF AUGER FALLS all dressed up for Christmas 1998.
(Photo and accompanying poem by: Jim McDermand)
My daddy gives me dog bones
And takes me for a ride,
; But when it’s cold and snowy
“ He lets me stay in side

I really truly love him
To me, he is so sweet

[ let him think he is the boss
Though I'm in the driver’s seat

He’s just abut the best man
A dog could ever own,

And that is why I'll keep him.
And let him share my home
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FOODS PETS DIE FOR
Shocking Facts About Pet Food
By: Ann Martin, NewSage Press, 144 pp. §12.95

The reviewer, Susan Dewan in the spring 1999

The Amicus Journal, says, “..Martin reveals
what goes into the food we feed our pets—and
it’s not those juicy fillets we see on television

commercials. Bone, feathers, waste, necks,
sinew, and intestines are just some of the items

that are deemed ‘not fit for human consump-
tion,” by slaughterhouses....But there is more:
rotten meat from supermarket shelves (yes, |

styrofoam and plastic packing included), road-

kill, and dead zoo animals. Perhaps most grue-
some is that even pets themselves make their
way into the recipe in a process called :

‘rendering,” in which veterinarians and shelters

dispose of euthanized animals. And it’s not just
the meat: drugs, heavy metals, insecticides,
pesticides, disease, and pathogens are all part of

the stew... =

SHOCKING FACTS AsouTt Per Foop
The author has done her homework, gathered & E5aD NOt FIt Fok Astust Coksasarrin
facts and put it together for us. If you want your ® Mary Conw Disias ARD CONTAMINATES MEAT
dog to have better health, maybe even live * Teir ALIRNATIVEY NiTrerioes Fasy Recirs
longer, you need to read this paperback. When
you find out what is in the commercial dog sv ANN N. MARTIN

food you are using, I think you will want to
make some changes. Joan Bailey.

(Editors note: Ann Martin's book can be found at the publisher's web site at www.teleport.com/~newsage/books/
petfood. html and if vou would like to read a passage from the book go to www.hom evet.com/petcare/foodbook.html)

CHAPTER PRESIDENTS—A REMINDER
It is your responsibility to see that your test chair people get a copy of your spring test flyer to my desk
no later than January 15, 2000. Joan

BREEDERS—A REMINDER
Check your many pages of instructions of how to raise one of our litters and make sure you are doing
your follow up work, i.e., sending a list of pup owners to the test chair people so that entry forms are
sent to your owners in plenty of time.

FUND RAISERS FOR DUCKS UNLIMITED, PHEASANTS FOREVER,
AND QUAIL UNLIMITED
[ will donate a book to any of your chapters. Just have them write me. I’ve been doing this for 8 years
for Ducks Unlimited chapters and would be glad to help some more. Joan

—— —_—



This photo of ERIK was taken in April 1986, at our test in New Jersey. He is pointing bobwhite quail, a game bird new to him, because it does not occur in Czechoslovakia.
Early on, John and Bonnie Lundberg began referring to him as ERIK THE GREAT, and ERIK THE MAGNIFICENT. Quickly ERIK demonstrated his noble heart and soul,

He started our long road of building stability back into our Griffons. In at least 60 or 70 percent of our dogs today you will find ERIK s name if you go back far enough in
your dog s pedigree. He lived with the Lundberg 's—but he was “Our ERIK." Joan (Photo by: Howard Coutu)
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